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There are fifteen items from the Austral Islands

In the collection is a headdress (1977.1418) consisting of a tall cap of fibre covered in
barkcloth from the top of which cut black feathers hang on woven coconut fibre cords. The
headdress was presented in 1843 by General Lindsay who acquired it from Dr L MacLean.
The original register states in was worn by ‘Tomatoa Principle Chief of the Island of Tuhuca in
the Australia Group of the South Sea Islands.’ It has since been provenanced to Tubuai and a
chief named Tamatoa.

Also from the Austral Islands are ten ceremonial paddles of wood carved with surface
decoration. Two of the paddles have a shaft that is square in cross-section and the other
eight are cylindrical terminating in a ring of anthropomorphic figures. The two earliest of
these were acquired from Colin Robertson in 1828 and Mr Strachan in 1833. There is a finely
carved 19" century staff and a ceremonial ladle, both of which also have a terminating ring
of figures. The bowl part of the ladle ends in a carved bird figure.

Two cut pearl shell pendants are thought to be from the Austral Islands.

Have any aspects of the collection been published? Please provide bibliographic references
if available.
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